Page 4

Did Sabarimala issuefatt voter SIS claims 3 militants blew themselves up
behaviour in Kerala? in Sri Lanka raid that killed 15

\éeerg]l((:)tcfggcthe I’U|Ingr|(_)iftt glfoilgrgallgsigatzrm;hgpi(:; t worried and would watch Massexaggerate their claims. hundreds injured —the
government(LDF). Does this turnout since 2009. E)nTV. The IS report carried a blo_odies assa_\ult linked to the
The Bharatiya Janata Partymean that the BJP stands toA comparison of change in _ . " We gant_und_ers_tand what photograph of two men l_)efore IS in Southsia.
(BJP) is hoping to make gain from this issue? voter turnout and increase nSn Lankas Cathollcson Sundaytr]e situation is right noyw an_IS flag, one carrying a The government on Saturd_ay
infoads into Kerala by Pathanamthitta PC is BJP's vote share in Keralaawuke ‘preparing to celebrateliyanage said. ChlneS(_e variant of the formally banned two extremist
exploiting popular sentiment currently with the Congress, between 2009 and 2014 Lg kMas_s. in their homes by aAt Ampara$ wee_kly Sunday Kalashnikov rifle like the one groups purportedly
against the Supreme Courtwhich defeated an Sabha elections does nD{elewsed bro_adcast as_churchemarket_, pollcg qﬁlcerswalked fou_r)d at the scene, anotherconn_ecteq _to the at_tacks,
order allowing women of independent candidateshow a very stron across the island nation shuexplosive-sniffing dogs past smiling. allowing officials to confiscate
menstruating age into the backed by the LDF in 2014 correlation. BJR 2014 vote over fears of militant a_ttacks, ari_pe-yellow bananas, A girl and_a woman sur_\{ived their property presidential .
Sabarimala shrineVoter with avictory margin of 6.5% share in Kerala was fourweek after the Islamic State-pineapples and coconuts the explosion butwere critically spokesman Dharmasri
turnout figures released by theof total votes polled. The BJP percentage points more th !aimed Easter suicide bombing®fficers also searchedinjure_d and b_eing treated at aEkanayake said. )
Election Commission of India finished third with a 16% vote that in 2009. (See Chart) |IIed_0ver250 people. . womens bags. hospital, police spok_esman The government, crlpplgd
show that polling percentage share. The same candidateThis suggests that the B3R’ Cardln_al Malcolm Ranijith, the The Isl_amlc _State group, Ruwan Gunasekara said. from a long polmc_al crisis
in Kerala was 77.6%, highestwon the seat for the gainsare more from its abili archbishop of Colombo, meanwhile, claimed three of thePhotographs taken by Thebetween the president and
in Lok Sabha electio‘ns since Congress in 2009 as well, with to attract voters from mherprepared (orservicesthatwouldnilitan_tswho bIewthemsere_zsAssociated P_ress show t_heprime_ ministc_er Iast_ year
1991 To be sure. voter turn out a vote share of 51%.'The political parties in the statebe carried on TV, an upduring a bloody police raid charred remains of one childpromised swift action to
has increased ir; all Lok SabhaBJPs vote share in 2009 was rather than appeal to a S”en@xtraqr_dinary measure inAmpara linked to the Easterand _the body of _ano_ther capture milita_nts_ sl a‘."’.“ge-
elections in Kerala since 1998.7%. This means that the BJPgroup which did not come oyt Underlining the fear sfill gripping bombings. ) wearing a greefi-shirt with ~ President Maithripala Sirisena
A parliamentary constituency more than doubled its vote to vote for either the Left of this nation of 21 m||||_0n people. In a statement carried by thethe words “good boy’ ‘written said _abou_t' 140 peovple 'had
(PC) wise analysis of voter share between 2009 and 2014the Congress, the tonhe us. Embass_y in Colompoextremmts’ _Aama_lq news on the back. The bodies of anbeen |dent|f|gd as having links
turnout figures shows that However its vote share dominantplayeréinthe state.has warned against attendingagency IS identified the adult woman and man wereto the Islamic State group.
Pathanamthitta, the PC wherefigures at the PC level came It remains to be seen whetheY service at a place of worshibombers by their noms dufou_nd after the explosion with A “major search operati_o_n has
the Sabarima{la shrine isdown to 11% in the 2016 the BJP can continue tOthls weekend. guerre a®bu HammadAbu  their clothes burned off. been undertaken,” Sirisena
located, registered the highestassembly electionAnother usurp voters from the tWJThe Mass was to be aired at EBu_fyan andAbu aI-Qa’qa. !t The military said security said.“Every household infhe
growth in voter turnout. This important fact worth dominant players in Kerala &M - said ‘h‘?y opened fire “"mh forces_ had  recovered couvntrywnl pe checked.
region has seen continuousunderlining is that the politics and maybe conve tInthe eastern dlstnctéfmpara automatic weapons and _afterexpl_osn/_es, B detonators, Police confirmed tha}t_ the
protests against the courtPathanamthitta PC has beerthis gain into seats. on Sundaywhere a gunfight exhausting their ammunition, “suicide kits,” military uniforms  leader of the local militant
and explosions left 15 peopledetonated ... their explosiveand IS flags during the raids in group blamed for the attack,
ead the previous dagoldiers belts.” the area. Mohamed Zahran, died in
uarded & Mary Magdalers Sri Lankas military said the Gunasekara said officers actingthe suicide bombing at the
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Woman tourist found murdere
In Goa hotel room

hurch, where a sign on the gatgunfight Friday night near theon  information  from Shangri-La Hotel, one of six
said the church and the schootown of Sammanthurai left 15 intelligence officials also found hotels and churches
would be closed until May & dead, including six children, 150 sticks of blasting gelatin attacked. Zahran appeared

nearby mosque also hadwhen militants opened fire andand 100,000 small metal balls,in an IS video claiming
source said. exiting the room sometime soldiers stationed outside. set off explosives in suicide as well as a van and clothingresponsibility for the
“Her body was found by before the body wag Atthe YMCA, agroup ofyoung bombings as security forcessuspected of being used bycoordinated assault, and
hotel's maintenance staffter ~discovered by the hotel staff. girls held Sunday school near alosed in on their safe house.those involved in the Easter authorities in both Sri Lanka
A 25-year-old woman tourist they entered the room for“Police parties have been portrait of Christ. Sajith IS falsely claimed their militants attacks on three churches ancand Australia confirmed
from Himachal Pradesh wascleaning on SaturdayWe dispatched to look for the Liyanage, a 51-year-old killed 17 “disbelievers” in the three luxury hotels that left links between IS and the
found murdered in a room at ahave found stab marks on heduo. We have also alerted Catholic, said he remainedattack. The militants often more than 250 people dead andattack.
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hotel in North Goa on neck,”the source said, addingpolice personnel posted at
Saturdaypolice sources said. that the body has been senbus stations, railwa . H H
The victim was identified as to the Goa Medical College stations, the Dabolim LOk Sabha eIeCtlonS 2019-‘Fe|t reJeCted but Stl”

Alka Saini, from Himachal near Panaji for post mortem. InternationalAirport and
Pradesh who had checked intaVhile top police officials are border check points,” the
the hotel in the beach villagetight-lipped and refused to source said.

of Arpora onApril 20, along comment, police sources alsoA case of murder has been
with her boyfriend, who could said that the hoted’ CCTV registered at thénjuna
not be traced nowa police camera showed two persongolice station.

support BJPVinod Khannas wife on ticket denial

the last moment. the seat after many assuranceseat falls in Mods Kkitty.
She also made it clear that shérom the party but she was “The BJP has my support, my
will not contest the polls as denied the ticket at the lastPM has my supporit the
. - an Independent candidate. moment. same time, | have to insist that
AAP |eader Cheema JOInS SAset over BJR' decision to Addressing a press“l felt hurt because | this can’'t happen again,
eld actor Sunny Deol from the conference here, Kavitaunderstand the party has thdecause | am making a
“We like to pay obeisance during his visit to Sultanpu Gurd_aspur . Lok_ Sabhaindirectl)_/ hit out at the BJP for righttp decide acar]did_ate butpers_onal ;acrifice,” she said.
henever sgmyethin oodLodhighe held a meetin v'\)/it constituency in Punjab, Kavita“betraying” her by not there is a way of doing it. The Kavita claimed that she has a
\r,:’a ens in our “fg gBut Con ’ress leaders butgidn Khanna, wife of late Union considering her candidatureway it was done, | felt massive support in
Aam Aadmi Party (AAP) Amgeindertookthree n‘]onths o tg 2 obeisa{nce at t etminister and actor\/in_od from Gurdaspumwhich her late ab_andoned and rejected,” sh&urdaspur just as it was for
leader Saiian Sin ?’1 Cheemato visit the GolderTemple gurdw%r)z; here. He is al Khanna, on Saturday said shéwusband had represented fousaid. her husband and the people
ho h d” tgt df fter he took CMFIJE gth st ! “felt abandoned and rejected’times in the Lok Sabha. Actor Vinod Khanna, who of the constituency had
who had contested fromaiterhe took overas CM. Evenatheist. as she was denied a ticket atl felt abandoned and rejected.died in 2017 at the age of 70encouraged her to fight the
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Sultanpur Lodhi seat in the

2017 assembly polls, joined t
ShiromaniAkali Dal (SAD) in
the presence of part
president Sukhbir Singh Bad:
here on Saturday
CheemaArjuna award-winner,|
former basketball playehad
lost theVidhan Sabha polls tt
Congress candidate Navt
Singh Cheema with a margi
of around 14,000.

He belongs to Kapurthala andBSP) leader Mayawati onMainpuri

e

‘Don’t drag me into caste
" politics’> PM Modi to UP oppn
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inPrime Minister Narendra Modi election.” support base of the BSF.7%.

took on Bahujan Samaj PartyAt an election rally in On paperin terms of arithmetic
on April 19, the alliance is at least as stro

forward; my caste gets aelections.OBCs account fq
mention when these people41.1% of the voters in Uttg|

had represented India in theSaturday for her description ofMaywati called SP patron as the BJP

1982 Asian Games held athim as a “fake” Other Mulayam Singh Yaday

Delhi. He won theArjuna
Award in 1999.

In the 2014 general election, tl
BJP onits ownwon 71 of the §
members that Uttar Prade:

Backward Class (OBC) leaderAkhilesh’s father a “real
and asked her party and itdackward class leadeunlike

realise they are losing thePradesh and Dalits, the maj

| was made to feel absolutelyafter battling cancer for many election.
insignificant. Nobody from the years, had joined the BJP in“My husband was popularly
party called me to say there is1997. He had won the theknown as ‘sardar of bridges’
another candidate. | was inGurdaspur seat four times —for connecting remote
Delhi when he (Deol) joined. | 1998, 1999, 2004 and 2014.  villages in his constituency
would have gone had theyOn being asked if she wouldhave walked barefoot with
called. | have beencontest as an Independenhim to work for the people.
rapproached by many othercandidate from Gurdaspur I'm confident that had | stood
L parties,” she said addressindavita said, “No. | will not as an Independent, | would
he media at Press Club ofcontest independently stil have won,” she said.
India here. have faith in the BJP and will Currently, the Gurdaspur
he BJP Tuesday eveningsupport (PM) Narendra constituency is represented
amed Deol as its candidateModi.” On Wednesdayshe by Congress MP Sunil Jakhar
efrom Gurdaspyra decision had said, “I am weighing all my who won the seat in the 2017
0which is being seen as aoptions. | have not decidedbypoll, which was

1l

opeful of getting nominated contest polls independently).of Vinod Khanna if\pril that

getback to Kavita who wasanything yet (whether to necessitated after the death

Addressing a gathering on thepartner Samajwadi Party (SP)Modi, whom she described assends to the Lok Sabha, mar -

occasion, Cheema, who wagot to drag him into their castea fake oneAnd onApril 21, in  than any other state in Indi AILO"?t“‘e zeeﬁ. db fi | have n(_)t tak(?’nsarr:y (lij(_eglsmrt\}]/eirh had defeated BJP
the Kapurthala district politics, continuing a back-a statement, Mayawati The SP won five and BSP none ag/:_a,wdo an een rknee ingon amé |ssuﬁ " ehl nold:a d'zrt 6‘5 e egel g
president ofAAP, said, his| and-forth that has gone on fomuestioned Modg OBC butthey were notinan alliandePublic and party workers in respond on whether she wouldcandidate Swaran Salaria by
family members werakalis. | more than a week. credentials and said he got highen. Gurdaspursaid she was readycampaign for Deol, but said awhopping margin of 1,93,219

“It is like a ‘ghar wapsi’| Mayawati fired off a riposte community included in to file nomination papers from she wishes that the Gurdaspuvotes.

(homecoming) for me.” hours later and accused th&ujarats list of OBCs after he YAI P HA TH O U RAN G C RAFTS EX H | B | T | O N

On his decision to quit the Modi government of using the became chief minister of the
From 20" April to 29" April, 2019

AAP, he said, “The part Central Bureau of state.
leadership was trying to forgglnvestigation (CBI) to hound OnThursdayat rally in Uttar

Venue : Luwangsangbam, near Cricketd&im, Imphal East, Manipur
ltems : —

an alliance with the Congregsher over alleged irregularitiesPradeshs Banda, Modi
in Delhi and some other statesin the sale of state-run sugalaccused the SP and the BSP
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=

Even in Punjab, they are givingmills in 2010-11, when she wasof engaging in caste politics
tickets to former Congresschief minister and said they were “busy
leaders and approaching soméBeheniji is distributing my distributing my caste
others to join theAAP. They | caste certificate; now that shecertificate”. On Friday
have divided the party for thejrhas started it, | must tell youMayawati struck back, saying
personal interests.” that | come from the mostModi doesn’t belong to a
He added that theAP has | backward caste in Gujarat,”backward class by birth.
forgotten its ideology forl Modi said at an election rally “When his government was
which he had joined the partyin Kannauj on Saturday formed in Gujarat, he got his
Welcoming Cheema into theBehenji, which means sistés caste included in the
party, Sukhbir said, “I am| how Mayawatiis knownin UP backward class list,” she said,
happy that an honest persoril was not aware of my casterepeating her claim. “He just
like him has joined thékali | till Behenji, Akhilesh Yadav wants to votes of people from
Dal.We will give him due role| and Congress beganthe backward classes; he is a
and position in the party mentioning it. | am grateful to fake,” she added.
SUKHBIR DUBS CMAS | them, yet | am not in casteBSP and SP are counting o
ATHEIST politics. | ask them to not dragthe support of Dalits and
Playing the religious card, heme into caste politics,” Modi OBCs in Uttar Pradesh to den
termed chief minister Captsaid. “l am a backward but Ithe BJPS strength in the Lok
Amarinder Singh as an atheistwant to take the countrySabha in the ongoing
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